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Peter Kanowski has been Head of the School of Resources, Environment and 
Society since it was established in 2001. Peter was appointed Professor of 
Forestry at ANU in 1995, and was Head of the ANU Department of Forestry 
from 1996 -2001. He was Co- Convenor of the ANU Institute for Environment 
in 2004, and has been Deputy Director since 2005. In 2003/4, Peter was a 
member of the panel conducting the Council of Australian Governments' 
National Inquiry into Bushfires. He was a member of the Steering Committee 
for the ACT's post-bushfire Non-Urban Land Use Study in 2003, a member of the ACT International 
Arboretum Jury and then Interim Board in 2004-6, and was a member of the ACT Water Supply 
Catchment Management Advisory Committee in 2005. 
 
Peter grew up in country Queensland, with a forester father, schoolteacher mother and six siblings - all 
helpful background for a forestry academic with administrative responsibilities. He was Schlich Medallist 
at the ANU Department of Forestry and a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University; his honours and doctoral 
work were both in forest genetics. Peter worked as both a forest and a research program manager with 
the Queensland Department of Forestry, before moving to Oxford University's Forestry Institute in 1988, 
where he lectured in forest policy and forest genetics.  
 
Since returning to Australia in 1995, Peter has chaired or co-facilitated a number of community 
engagement processes about forest conservation and management, including the Southern Regional 
Forest Forum and the NSW Western Regional Assessment community fora. He has continued to work 
internationally, in forestry education and in intergovernmental forest policy processes. 

  

 

 


